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The July 11, 2008 DEC form letter (attached below), which was drafted to be sent from the DECʼs Division of Mineral 
Resources Chief of Permits to gas drillers then operating within New York State, is comparable to the July 23, 2002 
Downing Street Memo, which leaked out into the light on May 1, 2005. In that Top Secret memo, the head of Britain's MI6 
intelligence agency informed only those on high in Britain's government (those few MI6 considered to have the "genuine 
need to know") that, in the Bush Administration's then occurring build up for invasion of Iraq, U.S. "intelligence and facts 
were being fixed around the policy" ... that the stuff of lies was being made up and presented as “facts” allegedly 
justifying the course of action (invasion and occupation — an “unjust” war of aggression) that the Americans had chosen 
to proceed with.

For months before that July 11, 2008 DEC letter was drafted, high level DEC officials were engaged in a vigorous media 
and meetings charm offensive. With calm, soothing and — we see now — only just apparently authoritative sounding 
voices, they earnestly assured us (We, The People), that there was absolutely nothing we should be concerned about, 
regarding the gas drilling that we would surely hardly even notice, that would soon be coming to our neighborhoods 
throughout much of New York State; while they made marvelous claims that it would be so beneficial to all of us. 

Similar to MI6's Downing Street Memo, the July 11, 2008 DEC form letter to gas drilling operators provides evidence that 
the DECʼs "intelligence and facts were being fixed around the policy" which the DEC officials had chosen before 
giving consideration to the possible consequences of that choice. The memo clearly indicates that they hadn't been 
collecting the information on either past or then current drilling to be able to in any way honestly make the assuring 
promises they were making to the public, in which they had claimed this form of drilling had always been, and would 
continue to be absolutely safe. The DEC was making that stuff up! It didn't have the facts... nor any intelligence.

Note that the allegedly reliable rigorous regulators use the word "please'" seven (7) times, in their so very deferential 
"request" for the cooperation (please, please, please, please, please, please, please) of the drillers � which they quite 
apparently had not had before � to collect information on wells already drilled, and wells that might have been drilled that 
the DEC had no idea whether they had been drilled or not. The DEC should have had all that information on the 
prospective drilling projects, and should have conscientiously and responsibly undergone a thorough and extensive study 
of the potential impacts before the permits were ever provided; before the DECʼs determination to legislatively facilitate 
unconventional gas drilling; and certainly before telling the public that they, the DEC, were in full control of the operators... 
which they very clearly and obviously were not.

In the second paragraph of the memo, there's an interesting phrasing:
"The Department�s records indicate that you have recently permitted and/or drilled the vertical shale wells listed below. 
Please add any additional shale wells you have permitted or drilled in New York which you intend to hydrofracture or have 
hydrofractured..."

Note that, in that phrasing, the DEC's Chief of Permits Freudian slip indicates that it is the operators who permit 
themselves to do what they do � not the DEC... not that there would necessarily be anything good about the DEC being 
in charge of this either.

Request Item 14 of the memo indicates that the DEC had not been responsibly monitoring the relatively few 
unconventional wells already drilled, nor had the DEC been in any reasonably sufficient contact with those residing near 
those drilling operations, such that they (the DEC) would be aware of any complaints. The DEC has been relying upon the 
operators to both receive and investigate complaints against the operators... an honor system... for wildcatters and 
roughnecks.

This memo makes it clear that the energy corp foxes have been, and are fully in charge of the chicken coop; and that the 
supplicant DEC has been obediently and compliantly serving the interests of energy corporations... not We, The People.

David J. Cyr is a retired Land Surveyor who lives in the Town of Hamden, in Delaware County, NY. He finds it unconscionable that New 
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